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AMENDMENT 

Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

In response to the Office Action of November 13, 2000, 
for which a two month extension of time to respond is hereby 
requested, please enter the following amendment: 
IN THE SPECIFICATION 

Submitted herewith is an Abstract of the Disclosure 
on a separate sheet of paper. 
TN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

Y. (Amended) A method of screening blood donors or 
potential blood donors for carriers of diseases or conditions 
related to HTLV-I and/or HTLV-II infection, comprising: 

wherein a positive test indicates the presence of: 
(a) HTLV-I and/or, HTLV-II Tax protein; 
(k) DNA which'encodes the HTLV-I Tax protein and/or 
(c) antibodies specific to the HTLV-I Tax protein 
and/or antibodies specific to the HTLV-II Tax protein; and 

.determining that the donor is a carrier of a disease 
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